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  	Strategic Advantages at a Glance
— �Roughly 5,700 IT companies with almost 50,000 employees and an annual turnover of more than € 10 billion
— �Home of major international companies such as Siemens, IBM, Motorola, Microsoft, Oracle and eBay
— �20 of the 30 largest eBusiness firms in Germany have headquarters or offices in the region 
— �Largest broadband communications network in Europe with 1.4 million DSL accounts in Berlin alone 
— �Largest pool of IT and telecommunication professionals in Germany
— �Successful test market for new applications and services
— �Site of the IFA, the world’s largest trade fair for consumer electronics
— �Leading industry meeting place and home of the Berlin Web Week, Droidcon, LinuxTag
— �Highly concentrated, state-of-the-art telecommunications infrastructure including several data processing centers

The Berlin-Brandenburg Capital Region
Expertise in the Heart of Europe

Information and Communication Technology 
Made in Berlin-Brandenburg

Working Together 
in the German Capital Region

The media and ICT district at Oberbaum City in Berlin

  	eGovernment 
Thanks to the many federal, state and communal authorities in 
Berlin and Brandenburg, the region has become a trailblazer in 
eGovernment. A significant share of total public sector expenditures 
are controlled from here, a fact that has attracted the industry’s 
major players to Berlin: Microsoft Germany moved its Public 
Services department to Berlin; IBM has an eGovernment center 
here; SAP has offices in Berlin-Mitte; E-Plus opened new offices 
here; and Google moved into its capital city offices. 

The state initiative known as Projekt Zukunft (Project Future) 
inaugurated an eGovernment program that promotes collaboration 
among developers, providers and users and helps to ensure sustain-
able success. The Fraunhofer eGovernment Center combines  
the expertise of eight institutes and runs a test lab for new develop-
ments and their presentation. The Amt24 network has made the 
capital region a leading eGovernment center in Europe and offers a 
catalogue of eGovernment solutions for the entire field.

  	Security with IT
eSecurity is very important for the German capital region. This  
is why prominent international companies and research institutes, 
such as Zertificon Solutions and Fraunhofer eSecurity Allianz,  
are located here. As part of the “Security with IT” technology 
initiative organized by Project Zukunft, Berlin-based researchers, 
developers and operators work together in an open network on  
the development of IT-based security solutions designed to protect 
people, buildings, public events and documents. Cooperation 
networks such as “SeSamBB – Security and Safety Made in 
Berlin-Brandenburg” bring together several companies that work 
on E-Pass applications, IT security in municipalities, the economi-
cal and secure operation of guidance systems in buildings and 
security in public spaces. 

The federal states of Berlin and Brandenburg have also developed 
a “Security Economy and Research” master plan. It is designed to 
act as a guideline for measures taken in the next several years 
and is one of the leading projects of the joint innovation strategy.

  	eBusiness Region 
Prominent Internet portals and eBusiness companies, such  
as Studi VZ, PayPal, Groupon, Scout-Gruppe and eBay, are 
represented in Berlin and Brandenburg. They profit from the 
region’s efficient telecommunications infrastructure, excellent 
education and training programs and the resulting pool of 
outstanding young professionals. 

Record turnovers are generated here by companies such as the 
toy provider myToys, the online shop Zalando and the online 
marketplace eBay. With its many small and medium-size busi-
nesses and wide-ranging start-up community, Berlin-Brandenburg 
leads the industry in the fields of eCommerce and eLogistics.

  	Mobility and Communication
�Berlin-Brandenburg has established itself as a leading test market 
for major mobile phone suppliers. The first UMTS networks went 
“on air” here and also where Berlin and Brandenburg are now 
working together with mobile phone operators to introduce “Long 
Term Evolution” (LTE), the next generation of mobile technology 
and follow-up to UMTS. 

The capital region has an excellent and innovative research 
landscape that is recognized around the world. At the Mobile 
Communications Institute of the Fraunhofer Institute for New 
Media – Heinrich Hertz Institute (HHI), mobile technology is being 
developed in cooperation with partners in China. The Leibniz 
Institute for Innovative Microelectronics explores and develops 
new wireless communication technologies and combines both 
basic and applied research. The city is also home to Teles WBI, 
one of the largest suppliers of satellite-based broadband Internet 
access services and infrastructure systems for telecommunica-
tions networks.

“Since 1999, the Hasso Plattner Institute has produced roughly 800 graduates – highly-educated and 
application-oriented IT engineers with excellent career prospects. Plus, at our HPI School of Design 
Thinking, we’ve been teaching students how to develop fresh new ideas for user-friendly products 
and services since 2007.” Prof. Dr. h. c. Hasso Plattner | Chairman of the Supervisory Board | 
SAP AG | www.hpi.uni-potsdam.de | www.hp-ventures.com

“Our location in Dreilinden offers eBay ideal business conditions. Our proximity to the metropolis of 
Berlin is also very attractive for our employees, as many value the international and creative environ-
ment both at work and at home.”  
Dr. Stephan Zoll | Managing Director | eBay GmbH | www.ebay.de

“Berlin and Potsdam offer Oracle excellent conditions as the world’s leading provider of complete, 
open and integrated business software and hardware systems. Our employees value the proximity to 
Berlin and the region’s high quality of life.”  
Jürgen Kunz | Managing Director | ORACLE Deutschland B.V. & Co. KG | www.oracle.com

“The creative capital. The capital of creatives. There are only a handful of cities in the world that  
have always had to be creative in order to develop. And there are even fewer cities in the world that 
also exert such a massive magnetic pull on creatives, artists and unconventional thinkers. Berlin 
combines both of these in one.”  
Amir Kassaei | CCO | DDB Worldwide Communications Group | www.ddb.com

“For us and many other young companies, Berlin is a Silicon Valley of the creative industries.  
The mobile sector, in particular, benefits from excellent conditions in Berlin and was able to develop 
rapidly. Our company emerged directly out of the University of the Arts (UDK), which acts one  
of the core breeding grounds for the city’s creative industry. We see ourselves as an example of 
how artistic, creative and technological expertise can merge to generate products that gain global 
attention.”   
Roman Hänsler | Founder aka-aki-networks GmbH | www.aka-aki.com

“When SSG AG was founded in 1995, it chose a location in Brandenburg close to the capital city. That was a good decision.  
The pool of well-educated people found here and our company’s magnificent location on Ruppiner Lake have combined to 
foster creativity and success in our development of innovative IT solutions. In the process of developing new products, SSG  
also received fantastic support from the Brandenburg Economic Development Board (ZAB), which is yet another factor in the 
success that businesses in our region have enjoyed.”  
Peter Lange | Board Chairman | SSG Lange & Partner AG | www.ssg.de

A Beamzone®   Bluetooth pillar at the Medienwoche Berlin-Brandenburg The TV Tower in Berlin Medienwoche at the IFA 1st national “IT Summit” with Chancellor Angela Merkel “Media Summit” with Berlin Mayor Klaus Wowereit Students at the Hasso Plattner Institute for Software Systems Engineering The Berlin-Brandenburg IT industry at the Cebit Media and IT network meeting at the fx.center, Potsdam-Babelsberg
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  	 ICT Location
Berlin-Brandenburg is a major location for new technological developments. Today, 
approximately 5,700 companies with almost 50,000 employees provide IT solutions for 
business, industry and public administration. The ICT industry generates sales of more 
than € 10 billion in the region each year. Many of the giants of the IT and telecommunica-
tions industry, such as Siemens, IBM, Telekom, Nokia, E-plus, O² , Vodafone, Motorola, 
Microsoft, SAP, Aastra, ADC Krone, AVM, T-Systems and Oracle, are represented in the 
capital region. In addition to that, several small and medium-size companies and start-ups 
with promising ideas are hard at work here on innovative products. All of the region’s 
small and large companies are full of optimism and oriented toward the future. It is not 
surprising that the IFA – the world’s largest trade fair for consumer electronics – takes 
place in Berlin each year.

  	Attractive Market and East-West Expertise
Berlin is the capital city of the strongest economy in Europe. Although it was once a sym- 
bol of the division of Europe, the city is now the very meeting point between East and 
West. In the German capital region, investors can find strategic cooperation partners from 
all over the world. Roughly one-third of the world’s 50 largest companies, including  
Sony, Siemens, IBM, eBay, Universal, Vodafone and Viacom, operate in Berlin-Branden-
burg and take advantage of this traditional East-West hub.  

As a result of its sheer size, the capital region is a very interesting market for innovative  
IT solutions. Internationally oriented companies profit from the significant expertise, 
experience, and language skills available in the region – people from 190 different nations 
live and work in the region – as well as from the over 200 institutions active in the pro- 
motion of East-West cooperation. The people active at companies and institutions both 
contribute to and profit from the creative and inspiring atmosphere in the capital region. 

  	Capital of Talents
The science, research and cultural landscape in Berlin and Brandenburg is unique in 
Europe. Roughly 180,000 students are enrolled at the region’s 27 public colleges, univer- 
sities and polytechnics and at its 23 private university-level institutions. Renowned and 
highly-specialized research institutes – especially in the field of broadband communica-
tion – such as the Ferdinand Braun Institute for High Frequency Technology (FBH) and 
the Fraunhofer Institute for Telecommunications with its Heinrich Hertz Institute (HHI) – 
support the work of regional companies. The T-Labs set up by Deutsche Telekom at the 
Technische Universität Berlin concentrates that company’s leading innovative research in 
the capital region. The Fraunhofer IuK Group – a nationwide network of 18 institutes – is 
the largest European association for practical research in information and communication 
technologies.

Five Fraunhofer institutes, five universities and twelve private companies have joined  
to form the “Fraunhofer Secure Identity Innovation Cluster”, which receives support from 
the federal states of Berlin and Brandenburg. Their goal is to offer technologies, process-
es and products that help to enable the identification of persons, objects and intellectual 
property in the real and virtual worlds. At the Hasso Plattner Institute in Potsdam – an 
official university-level “Center of Excellence” – young students are given the practice-
oriented training they need to become IT engineers. The Leibniz Institute for Innovative 
Microelectronics in Frankfurt / Oder enjoys an excellent reputation for its achievements in 
the development of wireless communication technologies. This tremendous diversity and 
excellent mix of research institutes and private companies represent the true strength of 
the Berlin-Brandenburg region.

Berlin-Brandenburg 
Innovative, Centrally Located, Future-Oriented

The Berlin-Brandenburg Capital Region
Strategic Advantages, Facts, Services

  	More for Your Investment
The high-level performance of companies is not the only reason for the magnetism of the 
capital region. Berlin-Brandenburg also offers an attractive price-performance ratio with 
respect to rental rates, real estate, infrastructure, salaries and living costs. It also boasts low 
business taxes and the best subsidies in Europe. Investment incentives are granted here  
in the form of direct payments. Large companies in the capital region receive investment 
subsidies of up to 30 percent, medium-size companies up to 40 percent, and small companies 
up to 50 percent. The federal states of Berlin and Brandenburg also pursue a joint strategy  
in support of the ICT, media and creative industry clusters. Their common goal is to create a 
highly innovative model region through the use of IT and telecommunications.  

  	A Great Place to Live
The region uniquely combines the international flair of Germany’s cosmopolitan capital with 
the picturesque countryside and cultural treasures of the federal state of Brandenburg. It  
also boasts an inimitable club scene, world-renowned major events, more than 170 museums,  
150 stages and roughly 500 palaces, churches and parks. Recreational activities such as 
golfing, horseback riding, water sports and aviation know no bounds here. At the same time, 
the cost of living, infrastructure and free time are low in comparison to other German and 
international cities. 

  	 Investment Made Easy
The capital region’s two business development agencies, Berlin Partner GmbH and the 
Brandenburg Economic Development Board (ZAB), offer comprehensive support in setting up 
your company. They work professionally, quickly, confidentially, with no red tape and free of 
charge in the following essential fields. 

— Location: Facts and figures on the Berlin-Brandenburg business region 
— Personnel: Support in recruiting and training new staff 
— Real Estate: Assistance in locating office space for sale or rent 
— Financing: Guidance on incentives and financing opportunities 
— �Contacts: To government agencies, banks, chambers of commerce, business  

federations and networks

Berlin-Brandenburg – An Attractive Location

1  Metropolis Berlin: Potsdamer Platz

2  Glienicker Bridge between Berlin und Potsdam 

3  �Library at the Brandenburg Technical University  

in Cottbus
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